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Couple restores a house
with 200 years of history

Brinkerhoff-Demarest House more than a museum
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“The Dutch had a door to bring
coffins in and out for wakes,” said
Tom. “They didn't waste 3
They built these skinny little
doors.”
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on the left and the man's parlor —
or informal parlor — on the right.
Both parlors have built-in cup-
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The “ rents’ room” —
the only room with a door that
locks only from the inside, for pri-
vacy — is behind the man's parlor.
Behind the formal parlor is a room
for dining. This room has a

was a watermelon known as the
Hackensack watermelon.

Bergen County’s slaves

The Brinkerhoffs’ house and
farm were ideally located near
Teaneck Road and Fort Lee Road

Bergen

County, and in the 1790 census,

only 7 percent of the Africans
were free.

In 1829, Jasper or Casparus

(who lived in the Jaco-

“To us, this is not a
museum. This is our
home, and we are
comfortable here.”

— Patrice McMahon

bus Demarest House on River
Road in New Milford) bought the
Brinkerhoff

The
1800. Plumbing and electricity
were installed in 1913.

The McMahons obviously thrive

house were intact; Tom and
Patrice had the Dutch stoops out-
side those doors rebuilt. The three
fireplaces have been restored, as
have the walls.

Beams visible once more

“‘Some people would have Sheet-
rocked, but we found a workman
who knew how to replaster,” said

Tom.
“It was like opening Pandora’s
box,” said Patrice. “We had to

:

its Dutch oven was lost 35 years
ago when the county widened Tea-
neck Road. (“It was a spite move
on the county’s part,” said Tom,
“because Saretta Demarest was
an outspoken preservation-

ist.”) The McMahons have re-cre-
ated a cooking hearth in the north
end of the kitchen using old brick.
The Brinkerhoffs lived in the

of Bergen County was in the truck
farm business in the 1700's and
early 1800’s, shipping fruit and
vegetables to New York City.
Muskmelons were a big product,
said Steuben curator Wright, as

on — the re-
search, the search for skilled
craftsmen, the dust, and the debris
— and they are preparing to do it
again in another house. Potential

day and asked the McMahons,
“How can you live in a museum?”

Patrice said she looked at them
and shook her head. “To us, this is
not a museum,"” she replied. “This
is our home, and we are comfort-
able here”
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